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Holy Week & Easter Worship 

Palm Sunday, 8 & 10:30 AM, April 9—The Story 

     On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, wel-
comed by crowds waving palm branches in celebration. At the end 
of the week he would take his final steps to the cross. We will fol-
low him to stand at the cross as we learn humility from the exam-
ple of our humble King. 

Wednesday, 7 PM, April 12 - Confessional Service— Standing in 
Humility  

Maundy Thursday, Noon & 7 PM, April 13— Standing in Faith 

 Through his Holy Supper our Savior nourishes our faith and strengthens our 
fellowship as we Stand in Faith. 

Good Friday, 7 PM, April 14—Standing in Forgiveness 

 As we near the end of this Holy Week, we will gather to remember our Sav-
ior's suffering and death. In obedience to his Father's will and out of his love for 
us, Jesus took his final steps to the cross. There he took our sins onto himself and 
suffered and died so that we would be forgiven. On Good Friday we will stand at 
the foot of the cross, remembering our Lord's sacrifice. 

Easter Sunday, 8 & 10:30 AM, April 16, — Standing in Victory 

 All through Lent and into Holy Week, we followed Jesus on his path to the 
cross. On Good Friday we stood at the foot of that cross to see before us the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. On Easter morning we will 
stand at the empty tomb to praise our risen Lord. In him we have life and victory. 

APRIL 

 Children in grades Pre-K through 5th and parents are invited to our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Outreach Board on Saturday, April 15 at 10 am. 

 Eggs, treats, prizes and more will be happening at Calvary! 

 Bring your family! Bring your friends! It’s going to be a great day of fun! 

  Please note, we are in need of lots of candy and volunteers to 
make this a great day for our church family and neighbors. 
Please see the sign up sheets in the Friendship Room to give 
your time. Thank you! 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Calvary 



WNAC Youth Group: Youth in grades 
9-12 l meet for fellowship on Wednesday 
evenings 5:30-6:45 pm. See YOU in the 
CAVE!! 

Serve at the Soup Kitchen: On Tues-
day, April 18, all of Calvary’s Youth in 

grades 5-12, are invited to serve at the Sioux City 
Soup Kitchen. There is a sign-up sheet in the Friend-
ship Room at church and there are two shifts to 
choose from: Prep from 2-4 pm and Serve & Clean 
from 5-7 pm. Parents are welcome to attend too! 

Easter Breakfast: Attention! All 5th—12th Grade 
youth & Parents:  See the sign up sheets in the 
Friendship Room. Helpers needed for: the 7:30—9:45 
am Prep & Serving (4 people needed) 9:45—11:30 am 
Serving & Clean-up (8 people needed). Food Dona-
tions: Need 20 egg casseroles; 8 gallons milk; 6 gal-
lons Orange Juice; 10 1# packages pork sausages; 10 
1# packages bacon; 6 fruit salads/plates.   

Coming in May 13: Drop Zone—for 5th-12th 
Grades. Will need permission, health, and waiver 
forms signed prior to event. See Mike Kipp for more 
information and the needed forms. 

Calvary Youth Coming Events: 

Page 2 Calvary Cal l   

 Ladies—you are invited to attend the next LWML 
Spring Rally to be held at St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
Gym, 612 Jennings St., Sioux City, IA, this Saturday, 
April 1. 

 Registration and coffee hour starts at 9 am and 
the meeting to follow. Guest Speakers are Delano & 

Linda Meyer.  Lunch will fol-
low the presentation.  

 Plan now for an informa-
tive and interesting event Sat-
urday, April 1. 

LWML Spring Rally 

Voters’ Assembly—Sunday,  April 2, 9:15 am 

 All members of Calvary are encouraged to at-
tend the next Voters Assembly on Sunday, April 2, 
2017 at 9:15 AM  

On the Agenda:  

1.  Elders Administering Communion - when no pas-
tor can come. 

2.  Switching companies for the Church’s Mutual 
Fund for Endowment.  

 Wednesday @ 7 PM, April 5—Standing in 
Truth - Supper:  5:15-6:30 PM – Spaghetti & Meatballs 

 In our world we are surrounded by many philoso-
phies and religions, all claiming to have the truth.  In 
our Lenten worship this week we will gather to wor-
ship Jesus our Savior, whose kingdom is a kingdom of 
truth and who is himself the Way and the Truth and 
Life. 

Last Mid-Week Lenten Supper & Service 
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• You would have helped if you knew Dani needed 
a babysitter while she goes for Chemo Therapy! 

• You would have called with words of encourage-
ment if you knew Jack was thinking of ending his 
life! 

• You would have made a meal for the lady who sits 
three rows in front of you at church if you knew 
she lost her mom to pancreatic cancer 

• You would have written a check for $50 to help 
keep Fred and his five kids if you knew he just lost 
his job and was being evicted. 

 We live in a time when we are connected to 
“Friends” on Facebook, but often we do know what 
is going on in the person we sit next to in church’s 
life.  We know when a family member a thousand 
miles away coughs and laughs, but we don’t know our 
next door neighbor had a heart attack.  We are con-
nected and disconnected all at the same time.  Like all 
times, we need the Gospel, namely the good news 
that Jesus defeated sin, death, and the devil.  Jesus 
frees us from the sin and guilt resulting from the 
above statements!  This “Good News” gives us eter-
nal life, but it also gives us grace to live now in our 
sinful world.  If you are like me:  I can use all the prac-
tical help from God that I can get! 

 Martin Luther writes that the Gospel comes to 
us in five different ways (Check that you are getting 
all five!):  “(The Gospel) offers counsel and help 
against sin in more than one way, for God is surpass-
ingly rich in his grace:  First, through the spoken 
word, by which the forgiveness of sin is preached to 
the whole world; second, through Baptism; third, 
through the holy Sacrament of the Altar; fourth, 
through the power of keys; and finally, through the 
mutual conversation and consolation of the brethren. 
Matt. 18:20, “Where two or three are gathered, 
(there I (Jesus) am.)” (Smalcald Articles Part III Article 
IV) 

 In the past, the church did potlucks, church Bas-
ketball/Softball/Volleyball leagues, and ice cream so-
cials to promote gathering two or three to-
gether.  We called it Fellowship.  Yet, with the ever 
busying of society, the church has had to go out of 

the “Fellowship” business 
i.e. “Let’s meet just to 
meet,” towards being very 
intentional that when we do 
meet we are being and effi-
ciently living as the church 
of God.  We preach, bap-
tize, and the offer the 
Lord’s Supper!  These three 
fit efficiently in the limits of 
an hour or two widow each 
week equipping us to with 
God’s help live the rest of the week!  Yet, the last 
two elements of the Gospel can easily be forgotten 
or neglected (In a future article I’ll write about the 
Office of the Keys).  After all, very few people today 
like to have meetings just to meet because we would 
rather take a break and rest from the relentless busi-
ness of life!  Rest is important to God too! 

 I personally agree, it was foolish of the church to 
schedule two youth events in one week on top of 
families going to four at school and then the result is 
families who spend no time together.  This is un-
healthy and families should have 2-3 nights home a 
week home to do God’s plan for family. 

 One positive change in the LCMS is that when 
the church gets together the Bible is preached, the 
Lord’s Supper is given, prayers, praise, and thanksgiv-
ing are offered to God.  Even youth events now are 
more apt to have a scripture verse read and prayers 
offered!  Praise God!  The church also has begun to 
offer more Bible study and youth opportunities to 
grow in the Bible and serve neighbor as an assistant 
to help families grow in their God given responsibility 
to neighbor (Our Youth Board has been offering 
many!).  These events are certainly not meeting just 
to meet, they follow from God’s directives in the Bi-
ble.  Yet, because the church has become more fo-
cused the “Mutual conversation and consolation of 
the brethren (Saints)” sometimes is lost in the effi-
ciency! 

 To help it restart Calvary has been trying to take 
open prayer requests before church services and in-

(Continued on page 4) 

Mutual Conversation & Consolation—The Gospel with Skin on It!!! — Pastor Travis 



 Who would have ever guessed that three mem-
bers of Calvary would receive transplants within a 
month?  Doctors can take out a failed kidney, heart, 
liver or even an eye and restore a person to full func-
tion. 

 Just a week ago my floundering eye failed.  It was 
ridden with a secret fungal infection caught between 

the layers where no doctor could see it, 
test it, or diagnose it!  But God knew it 
was there!  We prayed, pleaded and 
even panicked for God to provide an 

answer, but it would only get partially better.  Two 
steps forward and one back; three steps forward and 
ten back all the tricks of medicine were used! 

 Yet, like Israel I needed a transplant.  Like Israel, 
everyone of us need a transplant eventually, because 
there is a secret infection caught in our life between 
the layers where we can't fix it, find it, or admit 
it.  God knows the sin is there.  God puts it through 
His prophet Ezekiel like this:  "Son of man, when the 
people of Israel were living in their own land, they 
defiled it by their conduct and their actions. Their 
conduct was like a woman’s monthly uncleanness in 
my sight...I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit in you; I will remove from 
you your heart of stone and give 
you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will 
put my Spirit in you and move you 
to follow my decrees and be care-
ful to keep my laws" (Ezekiel 
36:17...26-27).  God's people's 
heart had become a stone, it 
stopped working!  Their heart was focused on evil, 
idols, and depravity and to be honest they did not 
know it.  But God the Great Physician swings into 
action and He transplants that heart and gives them a 
new one. 

 You need a new heart too!  Jesus puts it simply, 
"Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but 
he who does not believe stands condemned al-
ready" (Mark 16:16).  The Holy Spirit and the forgive-
ness of sins comes in baptism.  New life is brought to 
us as we are born again, born from above (John 3:1-
18).  God does this life saving operation on you too 
and removes what no person could ever see!  Just 
believe it!  AMEN 

Pastor James Travis  

viting increasing an opportunity to greet one an-
other.  We offer treats after 8:00 AM Service in the 
Parish Hall to encourage members to converse be-
fore and after church.  (Yes, prayer has its place be-
fore church, but the Gospel through the Mutual Con-
versation also has its place.  Please be respect-
ful!)  Likewise on the third Sunday of the month after 
10:30 service we have been having “The Third Donut 
Stop” to promote conversation.  Did you realize Je-
sus comes in these gatherings (Matthew 18:20)!  We 
are still looking for ways for Christians to talk with 
one another.  Certainly Facebook can do this a little, 
but there is nothing better than someone who cares 
in person.  To be “Jesus with skin on” to each 
other.  Plus, if you see someone is missing, notice 
them and call on them and love them till they re-

turn.  But in a busy society without mutual conversa-
tion and consolation no one even notices that anyone 
is missing.  After all, we want the Good News of Je-
sus to go to all of our members and 
neighbors!  Godly conversation and comfort is part of 
the Gospel! 

 Hebrews 10:24-25 “24 And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—

and all the more as you see 
the Day approach-
ing?” (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Transplant Devotion —  

Page 4 Calvary Cal l   



Easter Celebrations—Mike Kipp 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 As we enter the month of April, we wait with 
great anticipation for Easter morning.  Easter isn’t 
about chocolate or the Easter bunny, but it is about 
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
who was victorious over death and rose on Easter 
morning, so that we could have eternal life in Heaven. 

 Easter is on Sunday, April 16th this year.  It is a 
time to be with our family and friends, as we cele-
brate together the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  I 
heard this children’s message once that I thought was 
a great way to look at Easter, since sometimes we 
can be distracted by the Easter eggs, chocolate, and 
candy, and miss the true meaning of Easter. 

 The message starts with four plastic 
Easter eggs.  Inside the first egg is a 
cross. The cross reminds us that Jesus 
willingly carried his cross to Calvary to 
die for our sins. No one told Him he had 
to do it.  He did it because he knew that 
was the only way that we would ever get to Heaven. 
God loved us so much that He sent His only begotten 
Son so that we could have everlasting life. 

 Inside the second egg are three nails. They remind 
us that Jesus was nailed to the cross. The nails that 
they used to nail Jesus to the cross were great big 
nails. Can you imagine the pain He must have felt? He 
suffered great pain as the nails were driven into His 
hands and feet. He suffered the pain to pay the price 
for our sins. 

 Inside the third egg is a stone. The Bible tells us 
that after Jesus died, they placed his body in a tomb 
and put a huge stone over the entrance. On Sunday 
morning, two women went to see the tomb and the 
stone had been rolled away and the tomb was open. 
The stone reminds us that even a huge stone could 
not keep Jesus in the grave. 

 That brings us to the fourth egg. The fourth egg is 
empty. The Bible tells us that when the two women 
went inside the tomb, it was empty. Jesus was not 
there. At first the women thought that someone had 
stolen the body of Jesus. But an angel appeared to 
them and said, "He is not here. He is risen, just as he 

said he would. Come, see the place where he lay." 
The empty egg reminds us that Jesus' tomb is empty. 
He is risen, just as he said he would. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed Alleluia! 

Easter Breakfast at Calvary: 

 We hope that everyone is able to come on Sun-
day, April 16th to celebrate the resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ at either 8 a.m. or 10:30 
worship.  We will also have an Easter breakfast in be-
tween services from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 

 At the last Board of Youth meeting it was deter-
mined to make a few changes to the Easter breakfast 
this year. The Board feels it is important that youth 
and parents attend Easter services together. It was 
also decided that breakfast would not be a fundraiser 
this year as it should be a time of celebrating Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, we will offer a FREE breakfast this 
year with the help of food donations by members of 
the congregation and have mem-
bers of the various 5th -12th grade 
families sign up for two different 
shift times to help set up, prepare, 
serve and then clean up. 

 Here are the shift times for the 
5th-12th grade youth and families. Your help is 
needed to make this event a success. If you are able 
to help, please sign up for a shift in the Friendship 
Room. 

• 1st Shift - (For those going to Second Service 
10:30 AM and Eating Second) - Prep - 7:45 AM - 
9:30 AM 

• 2nd Shift - (For those going to 8 AM Worship and 
Eating First) - Clean-up - 9:30 AM - 11:15 AM 

 By having two different shift times, this allows 
youth and parents to eat breakfast together as a fam-
ily and also be able to attend Easter worship together 
as well. 

 Let us remember as Easter is fast approaching that 
we wait with great excitement as we celebrate what 
Jesus Christ has done for us. 

In Christ, 

Mike Kipp, DCE 
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 “Dear Calvary: This is to let you know that it is 
my intention to retire as your Secretary on June 30, 
2017. Ever since I began at Calvary in February of 
1995, I have met many wonderful and caring indi-
viduals at Calvary and have made some good friends. 
I will be sad to leave, but now is the time for me to 
seek out new activities. Sincerely Joan M. Mason” 

 

 If anyone is interested in applying for the position 
of secretary, please pick up an application form in 
the office. Joan will be training her replacement as 
soon as one is found. 

From Calvary’s Secretary: Tuition Help Available for LCMS School Children 

 Do you have children attending St. Paul’s Lu-
theran School?  

 Did you know that Calvary has funds available 
to help with tuition?  

 Talk to Pastor Travis or DCE Kipp to find out 
how we can help you finance 
your child’s education at our 
local LCMS school through 
Calvary’s Birthday Scholarship 
Fund. 

 On Sunday May 7, 2017, at the 10:30 Worship 
service, there are five students confirming their faith 

given by the Holy Spirit. 

 There are NO CLASSES on Wednesday, April 12 for 

Holy Week.  

 The last day for Youth WNAC (Pre-K through 7th 

grade) will be April 19. Adult WNAC classes will con-

tinue through the end of “The Story” program. 

 Confirmation photos and rehearsal will take place 
on Wednesday, April 26, during our regular class 
time.  

    Letters will be sent to parents 
with details on practices, photos, 
banners, Elder interviews, etc., in 
the next few weeks. 

 

Confirmation Sunday is May 7 

 Every Sunday, treats are served after the 8 am 
Worship service in the Parish Hall to promote fel-
lowship. On the Third Sundays of the month, we 
want to promote fellowship after the 10:30 service. 
Stay for donuts and coffee every Third Sunday after 
10:30 worship.  

 Please note: Because Easter is the Third Sunday 
this month we will meet on Palm 
Sunday! See you on April 9! 

Third Sunday Donut Stop (April 9!) VBS July30-August 3 — Save the Dates! 

Save the Date! VBS will be July 30-August 3, 
Theme: “Mighty Fortress”  

July 30: 5-8 pm with Carnival 7-8 pm 

July 31-August 3: 6-8 pm 



 Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod? Do 
you want to become a member of Calvary Lutheran Church? Do you want to re-
fresh your Confirmation lessons from long ago? If so, join Pastor Travis on the 
second Sunday of the month: April 9, at 1 pm. 

 Each class be about 2 hours long and meets for 4 sessions. For more informa-
tion, contact Pastor Travis. 

LCMS 101 classes 

Ushers: Men & Women are needed to as-
sist at the Worship services by handing out 
bulletins, answering questions, assisting 
worshipers looking for a place to sit, taking 
up the offerings, and being a welcoming 
presence for Calvary. See the Sign-Up 
sheets in the Friendship Room or call the 

church office 239-1575 and volunteer. 

Greeters for the Sunday worship services 
at 8am contact: Vandy Junck, 712-239-
2293; for 10:30 am contact Mary Ann Burg, 
712-239-2848, to sign up for one month at 
a time. Thanks for taking the time to 
serve!  

We are looking for a few good Men (& Women!)  

 
 
 
 

 

Page 7 

Volume 1 ,  I s sue 1  



 You are invited to join us on Easter Sunday, April 
16, 2017 at 6 am at Stoney Creek Inn, Sioux City for 
the annual LC-MS Sunrise Service, sponsored by the  
area LC-MS SLIMM organization. 

 Our guest speaker is The Rev. Dr. Wallace 
Schulz, graduate of the Springfield Seminary 1973. 
Rev. Schulz served at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Sioux 
City, as associate pastor in the beginning years of his 
ministry.  He taught at Concordia, Seward and also 
served as Associate speaker of the Lutheran Hour.  
He and his wife Kathy reside in Augusta, MO, and 
they both work with the Lutheran Heritage Founda-
tion.  Their son Joshua is a student at the seminary.  
Rev. Schulz and his wife are from the Parkston/
Dimock, SD, area. 

 We look forward to seeing you on Easter Sunday 
Morning! 

Easter Sunrise Service at Stoney Creek Inn 
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