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Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is a chance for church congregations to validate Mercy Meals of 6
their commitment to LIFE and share its importance in all stages. A recent national | Sijouxland

survey from Care-Net showed that four in ten women were attending church at
least once a month at the time of their first abortion. This alarming fact makes us Worship Assis- 7
desire to reach out with God’s grace to the abortion-vulnerable in the church. Her | tants

Health Women’s Center provides practical ways to be involved in Siouxland, saving
lives and changing futures through the pregnancy care ministry. Calvary will have
a life service sharing our value for life and forgiveness for all of our people on Happy Birthday 9
January 20th.
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Using the Lord’s Prayer to Pray for a New Pastor:
Church News 11

“Our Father, thank-you for my relationship with you as your child, please provide
another pastor who will view you and trust you as hs father. Help him to hallow you
in His studies in the Seminary and help me to do the same as in my family, name
and job. Lord help me to give honor to your name. Lord, in the mean time, help
me focus on your kingdom. Rule my life, rule in the life of Calvary, and in our
church body as a whole. Convict people to know their sin and turn their life over to
you, because | know it is your will for all people to believe and come to the
knowledge of the truth. Lord God, provide for Calvary, provide daily bread to all of
our members, provide jobs, housing and help for those going through hardships
physically, and spiritually. Be with those marriages that are on the rocks. Lord, do
the same with our new pastor to be. Provide for him and his family. Lord as we
wait for our new pastor, help us to forgive one another as you forgive us. Help him
to learn the joy of forgiveness as well. Lord lead us as a church to know where you
want us to go and what ministry you want each of our members to be part of, lead
us and the church to send the right person among us. Lastly, Lord protect us so
that we do not get discouraged as a church, that we don’t get worried about money
or about sin and be tempted to not follow your direction. Help us always to follow
you. For your is the Kingdom and the power forever and ever. Amen
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Save the Date! - Upcoming Events

January 6, 2019 - Sunday School resumes for 2019 year.
January 9, 2019 - WNAC resumes for 2019 year.

January 10, 2019 Calvary Lutheran Church Night at Cone Park.

® For youth, congregation members, friends, family, neighbors and Siouxland
communlty Tickets are $7.00 for either tubing or skating with a $3.00 charge
for skate rental. The hours are 6:00-9:00 pm. If there are 50 people the park
will give back a $1.00 per ticket for the youth (this is for anyone attending not
just Calvary members).

Tentative Events in February - Lock-in for 5th - 8th grade students. Outreach Board is looking at a
Family Fun Night at Calvary.

The Rummage Sale: Please bring your gently used items to Calvary to be sold by the Youth to help
offset the cost of the 2019 Youth Gathering. They may be brought to the Basement storage room
off of the Blue Room. See Pastor Travis or Secretary Sharilyn Steck in the church office if you need
help getting to the storage room.

Camp Okoboji News - Mark your calendar!

January 24-27, 2019 is the Camp Okoboji Family Ice
Fishing Retreat that just happens to coincide with

the 39th Annual University of Okoboji Winter Games!
Come for ice fishing. If the fish aren’t biting, there .
are plenty of other things to do! Camp will be RE -—-—~ —
sponsoring their 4th Annual Ping Pong Tournament 5 A i *’ ﬂ—

and have a noon meal on Saturday, January 26, T Ee———— :
2019. Watch the website for more details. = e

auTian

C.H.A.O.S. 2019 (6th-8th Graders)
Christian Hyped About Our Savior - dates have been set!
February 15-16, 2019 with snow date of March 1-2, 2019

Recruitment for 2019 Summer staff has begun! We are looking for college aged students to work
at Camp Okoboji as part of our summer staff. Arrival date will be May 19, 2019 with training
beginning on May 20, 2019. Summer staff will serve in the areas of ministry, housekeeping,
maintenance, lifeguarding and store. Applications are available on line at www.nloma.org.
Applicants wanting to work at Camp Okoboji should put us as their first choice Camp.

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.
All information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 8 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The
Calvary Call is published monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, lowa, 51108.

Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; email — Pastor Travis: Rev.Travis@hotmail.com Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website:
calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvarylL eeds
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My Heart Needs Fixed: A Message from Pastor Travi s

My car was making a bad vibration in the
engine compartment. | went to the garage and
they said it needs a new transmission. |
said, “When does it need it?” Answer, “I would

not drive it very far if | were you, it could go out at

any time. | have heard people treat their lives
the same: The doctor says, “Your heart is at
20%, your diet needs to change and we need to
do an angiogram.” Our answer, “How long
before | have to do anything?”

I love to put things off. There always seems to
be something more important. | need to clean
the house, have a party, take a class, plan a
vacation. Yet, Jesus says to us this New Year,
“Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. | have not
come to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance.” (Matthew 9:12)

If you are like me, | have sinned and need
Jesus every day. I've got changes constantly to
make in my life and | need Jesus to forgive me,
equip me, and give me strength to live the
forgiven life. But this means giving them to
Jesus right now, not waiting like | do with my
transmission or heart. If the transmission goes
out it means I'll be walking. If the heart goes out,
well that means hospital and maybe a I'll be in
bed, but if | am sick spiritually and holding on to
my sins it means an eternity in hell. It is better to
get working on our sin problems immediately.

This New Year, | am planning our sermon
series on heart problems, to help us bring
protection to our spiritual heart:

Week 1: Bringing Light to a Gloomy
Heart Isaiah 60:1-6

Week 2: Bringing Security to a Troubled
Heart Isaiah 43:1-7

Week 3: “Self Defense — Protection for the
Heart” John 10:7-10

A Short Book Review

“The Tech-Wise Family by Andy Crouch”
Making conscientious choices about technology
in our families is more than just using internet
filters and determining screen time limits for our
children. It's about developing wisdom,
character, and courage in the way we use digital
media rather than accepting technology’s
promises of ease, instant gratification, and the
world’s knowledge at our fingertips. And it's
definitely not just about the kids. Drawing on in-
depth original research from the Barna Group.
The Tech-Wise Family from author Andy Crouch
shows readers that the choices we make about
technology have consequences we may never
have considered. He takes readers beyond the
typical questions of what, where, and wen and
instead challenges them to answer provocative
guestions like: Who do we want to be as a
family? How does our use of a particular
technology move us closer or farther away from
that goal? Anyone who has felt their family
relationships suffer or their time slip away amid
technology’s distractions will find in this book a
path forward to reclaiming their real life in a world
of devices. (This book can be found on Amazon)
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New Missionary - Sponsored by Calvary

Rev. James and Angela Sharp, Serving the Lord in Ur uguay

Rev. James and Angela Sharp serve the Lord as missionaries of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS) in Uruguay. James plants new churches and works to support mercy out-
reach projects around the country. Through Word and Sacrament ministry, he partners with local
church leaders to form and develop groups of believers into mature, self-sustaining and self-
replicating congregations. James also teaches Lutheran theology courses to help train individuals in
the Lutheran faith and to develop local leaders to carry on God’s mission.

Angela focuses on education. She teaches English-as-a-Foreign-Language (EFL) classes to
people of all ages. She organizes, directs and provides content for Sunday schools throughout the
country and conducts workshops for training new teachers and educational leaders. James and An-
gela also seek to build relationships through Bible studies and other community activities. Through
these interactions, they are given opportunities to share the Gospel.

James was born in East Moline, Ill., where his home congregation is St. John’s Lutheran Church.
He earned a bachelor’s degree from Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, lll., and received
his Master of Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. During his time in school, he studied as
an exchange student at Seminario Concordia, Sao Leopoldo, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. Before be-
coming a missionary, he served in three Lutheran high schools and, most recently, as a dual parish
pastor at Nazareth Lutheran Church, Baltimore, Md., and Christ Lutheran Church, Dundalk, Md.
Angela was born in Denison, lowa, where her home congregation is Zion Lutheran Church. She re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in secondary education (focus areas in math and English) from Concor-
dia University, Nebraska, Seward. Before heading to the mission field, she taught at Baltimore Lu-
theran School, Towson, Md. James and Angela enjoy spending time with their four children - Elias,
Ambrose, Callida and Magdalyn.

Pray for the Sharps as they serve in Uruguay. Pray God gives them wisdom as they navigate cul-
tural differences. Ask God to guide them so they may effectively communicate the Gospel in this
secular country. Pray for the Sharp children, that they would grow in their faith in Jesus despite liv-
ing in an unbelieving country. Ask God to give His peace and strength to their family here in the
United States who love and support them but miss them as well.

Special Dates

Birthdays:

James - July 2

Angela - April 10

Elias - March 21

Ambrose - Dec. 29

Callida - July 9

Magdalyn - Feb. 19

Wedding Anniversary: July 15

O OO OO0 oo
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Calvary 2018 In Review

“Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, Our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home.” Isaac Watts wrote these words which we often sing on New Years Eve or
New Years day as a paraphrase of Psalm 90 which was written by Moses as a way of reflecting on
our utter dependence on God. We need Him, otherwise our lives, our church, and our families will
but surely spiral out of control.

2018 was such a year for Calvary. We saw our DCE leave the ministry so that he could find better
balance in life with family and work. We pray the Lord guides him. We saw Wednesday Night at
Calvary grow in size involving even more youth and many more volunteers/staff (totaling 10
teachers and helpers). Likewise Sunday and Wednesday education programs for our youth have
continued to strive to teach the Bible better and more clear. | rejoice in God for Michelle Hansen,
the Education Board, and the teachers of both Sunday and Wednesday! The Lord is doing
amazing things one student at a time. We have had to hold on to God.

Our Boards continue to forge ahead. The Youth board which is planning the Youth Gathering for
2019, activities for youth like Calvary Night at Cone Park, and much more. The Outreach Board
has just finished some remarkable activities including Trunk-N-Treat, the Thanksgiving Dinner, and
the Easter Egg Hunt to engage our community. It will be interesting to see how the Lord leads in
2019 to help the Board equip all of us to reach people so they know and follow Jesus.

The Social Ministries Board has stretched and tried to get us to be less self centered and to help
our neighbors at the Warming Shelter, to use the Blessing Box offering food to our neighbors, and
we continue to serve down at the Soup Kitchen! Talk to MaryAnn Betsworth or Linda LaFleur if you
would like to volunteer.

The Stewardship Board, just got done encouraging us to use our gifts and abilities to help our
neighbors. They helped promote the Red Letter Challenge and “Give” Sunday where we gave over
80 kits to the Warming Shelter.

The Trustees have been hard at work this year. They redid all the sidewalks on the front of the
church, added two new parking spots, a new roof on the tower, added new LED lights throughout
the main office wing of the church, fixed countless number of problems that no one will see! Good
job Trustees.

The Worship and Music committee hosted all the Sioux City churches for a hymn festival for 2018
on All Saints Day and we had over 170 people sing joyfully to God with close to 40 musicians. Did
you know the offerings that night went to a new TV ministry that broadcasts our local LCMS
churches worship on channel 9 every Sunday at 10 AM. In worship we also enjoyed a new
Christmas Tree this year. There are many lights on it!

Our CLWL continues to impress by helping a variety of ministries including: RFT, LCMS World
Relief, Main Street Living Ministry, Mission Central, Orphan Grain Train, Lutheran for Life, Her
Women’s Health, Concordia Seminary, BiBi Hope, and Good Shepherd Hour. (con't page 6)
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Calvary 2018 In Review (con't)

We have saw a number of members and family
members go to be with Jesus this past year and
know that this means all the more we need to
pass on our skills and abilities to the next
generation so that they can with God’s help lead
the church. The discipleship huddle | and Stacy
lead continues to meet on Sundays to pass on
the leadership skills that are helpful for church
leaders. That is always tough, but the Lord feels
it necessary for every leader to disciple others to
learn their wisdom.

We can say, “Good for us.” But this would not be
to trust God, it was God who permitted these
successes. lItis also God who will lead us in
2019. Itis He who will help us tackle 2019’s
challenges. Helping prepare us for a new pastor
in the spring, finding a chair person of the usher
committee, helping us continue to grow as an
outreach focused congregation that cares for one
another, the forming of more discipleship groups
and huddles. Itis He who will help us not to be
negative and critical as a church but Christ
focused and other centered. Pray to the Lord for
His help at Calvary in 2019. Pray that He equips
us to do His work!

Mercy Meals of Siouxland

On Saturday, December 1st Orphan Grain Train
picked up 64,800 Mercy Meals from Faith
Lutheran Church to take back their Norfolk,
Nebraska warehouse.

In November 120,528 fortified rice/soy meals
were shipped to Haiti. The Norfolk warehouse
also filled a shipping container with school desks,
school kits/supplies, sports equipment, office
furniture, medical equipment/supplies, diapers,
clothing, flip-flops and church furnishings for
Haiti. Help for Haiti will receive the goods and
distribute to those in need, schools and
orphanages.

Upcoming packing dates for 2019 are: (events
are at 8:30 am and 10:30 am). January 26,
February 23, March 23, April 27, May 25, June
22, July 27, August 24, September 28, October
26, November 23, and December 28.

Mercy Meals of Siouxland relies on the
generosity of donors to purchase materials and
supplies to provide rice/soy meals and the
Gospel to hungry and starving children in the
U.S. and worldwide.

Thank you to all our prayer partners, supporters,
volunteers, and donors. Without you, none of
this would be possible. A special thank you to
the women of LWML for all your support for
Mercy Meals and the children we serve through
prayers, packaging meal, donations, grants and
gifts.

We are looking for a few good Men & Women!

assist at the Worship services by
handing out bulletins, answering

N

office 239-1575 and volunteer.

Ushers: Men & Women are needed to

guestions, assisting worshipers looking
for a place to sit, taking up the offerings,
and being a welcoming presence for
Calvary. See the Sign-Up sheets in the
Friendship Room or call the church

Greeters for the Sunday worship services
at 8:00 am contact the church office, 712-
239-1575; for 10:30 am contact Mary Ann
Burg, 712-239-2848, to sign up for one
month at a time, or use the sign up sheet
in the Friendship Room by the door!

Thanks for taking the time to serve!
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Worship Assistants - January 2019

Elders: James Anderson, Denny Barto, Brad Cale, Dave Clausen, Brian Hickman, Kent Kilstrom
Jim Torgerson, James Williams

Ushers: Sunday, 8:00 am: Dave Clausen, Curtis Kull, Reggie McCloud, Craig Merry
Sunday, 10:30 am: Todd Fetterman, Kathy Johnson, Sharilyn Steck, Jeff Woolridge

Chancel Guild:

Wednesday, January 2 @ 7:00 pm  Penny Hofer, Vicki Boddy

Sunday, January 6 @ 8:00 am Ramona Mehrer, Carol Casotti

Wednesday, January 9 @ 7:00 pm  Sharon Junck, Lorraine Anderson
Sunday, January 13 @ 10:30 am Terri Guy

Sunday, January 20 @ 8:00 am Sharilyn Steck, Rhonda Hageman
Wednesday, January 23 @ 7:00 pm Joan Mansfield, Teri Mevius
Sunday, January 27 @ 10:30 am Diana Lahrs, Julie Clayton

Greeters:
Sunday, 8:00 am  Volunteers
Sunday, 10:30 am  Sharilyn Steck

Acolytes and Projectionist:  Go to www.http://signup.com/go/FYWyAuUA

Confirmation Youth Caroling at Pheasant Acres and B ickford Cottage
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LCMS 101 CLASSES

Do you want to learn more about the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod?
Do you want to become a member of Calvary Lutheran Church? Do you
want to refresh your Confirmation lessons from long ago? The class
would meet every Saturday at 10 am. Each class is about 1 hour long and
meets for 10 sessions. If interested contact Pastor Travis @ 239-1575.

BIRTHDAY SCHOLARSHIP FUND

To Use:

Do you have children planning to attend St. Paul's
Lutheran School or a Lutheran College this fall?
Did you know that Calvary has funds available to
help with tuition?

Talk to Pastor Travis to find out how we can help
you finance your child’s education at our local
LCMS school through Calvary’s Birthday Scholar-
ship Fund.

To Donate:

Use the special envelopes in your offering box to give
thanks for your birthday with an offering to Calvary’'s
Birthday Scholarship Fund.

Calvary helps with tuition at Lutheran Schools such
as St. Paul’s in Sioux City, as well as at one of the 10
Concordia Universities, or two Seminaries. Gaining a
Lutheran education is an investment in one’s faith!

HaPpy BiRthdAy!

JANUARY
1 12
2 13
16
3
17
A 18
6 19
7
8
9

10

26
20
22

29
23

30
24

31



Page 10

Calvary Call

ALTAR FLOWERS

Commemorate a special occasion or re-
member a loved one by providing altar flowers
for the worship services in 2019. Sign up on

“So celebrate that divine-human Gift who has
so changed your life by His Spirit. Praise Him
for His gracious forgiveness and righteous-
the poster or call the church @ 712-239-1575. jaqq P?aise Him ag the One who \S/Jvill one day
Bouquets come from A Step in Thyme flower 43 hsform the mortal into immortality. Indeed,
shop for $45.40. Want to provide your own He who was once a baby has changed and is
flowers, please us knowlone week befpre YOUr  changing lives and will one day change His
date. Thank you for adding to our services with \yhole creation.” Rev. David Fuerstenau, Holy
flowers. Truth Lutheran Church, Ketchikan, Alaska — A
Life Quote from Lutherans for

Life « www.lutheransforlife.org

Finance Secretary’s Report Treasurer’s Statement of Income &
Income Received for November 2018 Expense
Envelopes......cccoooveieiiiiiiiiiinnns $16,951.00
PIALE ... 503.94 ool berA2018 t Balance, 11/1/18 $81,455.80
YTD Envelope & Plate Total:$ 233,489.08 ecking Account Balance, T
Su.nd'ay School Missions ................... 28.00 Plus Income $20,867.19
Building Fund .........ccooviviin 235.00 Less Expense (26,986.27)
Flowers/Pointsettias ..............cccouu... 142.00 Plus Interest 3.20
Grant PLIFIDW oo, 850.00 Plus transf. from LCEF __ 0.00
Pastor’'s Special Fund...................... 150.00 (6,115.88)
Grumpy Old Men...........coeeeeeeenn. 100.00 Checking Account Balance, 11/30/18 $ 75,340.02
Parish Hall Use...........ccccooeeeeiiiiiinnnnns 40.00
Main Street Livin 735.75 LCEF Steward Account Balance 11/01/18 $ 229.70
. . Gerorr ' Plus Transfers In $0.00
Other Gifts/Christmas Tree.............. 212.50 Less Transfers Out 0.00
Red Letter Challenge.............cccoc..... 20.00 Plus Interest 0.19
Special/Thanksgiving............ccccen.... 770.00 0.19
Natl youth Gathering.......................... 78.00 LCEF Steward Account Balance 11/30/18 $ 229.89
Che.Cking Interest......... SR CIR LI 3.20 Dedicated Funds
Thrivent Choice Deposit .................... 51.00 Building Fund 6.269.09
L0 ] 7= F T $ 20 ,870.39 Designated Memorials 213.74
e Undesignated Memorials 590.67
Dle:potSI\tli K 5932 28 Dedicated Accounts 29,210.76
Irs U SIRUR R IR R IIRIIRIE ! : National Youth Gathering 865.00
Se_Cond Week.......oiiiiiiiinann, 6,154.77 World Missions (47.06)
Third WeeK.....ccooooveiiiiiiiiieeeennn. 4,193.89 Outside Purposes (3,117.18)
Fourth WeekK.......coooovvveviiveiiinee, 4,535.25 Total All Obligated Funds $33,985.02
INEEIESE... ..o, 3.20 Un-obligated Funds 41,584.89
Thrivent Choice ..........cocoviiiiiieneeen. 51.00 Total Checking & Savings Funds $75.569.01
LI = | $ 20,870.39

2018 Year-to-Date Total: ....... $ 254,359.47
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Stop in the Friendship Room following
the 10:30 am worship service on
Sunday, January 20 for coffee, donuts
and fellowship

Please pray for these members:

Trisha Hansen
Nick

Joe

Jack

Taylor

Cole

Brandon

Riley

Timothy

(If your family has
someone in the

Military, call us and we will add their names to the

list. 712-239-1575)

Our Church Family

Transferred:

Mike, Andrea, Audrey, and
Owen to Our Savior Lutheran
Church, Norfolk, Nebraska

January’s book is “Cottage by the Sea” by
Debbie Macomber, led by Susan .

“Cottage by the Sea” is set in a seaside town
and is a story about how it helps one young
woman rediscover hope and healing. Debbie
Macomber is a #1 New York Times best-
selling author.

We will meet on January 17th at 11:30. Bring
your lunch and come join us for food, fun,
and discussion!

At Bickford Cottage: At Northern Hills: At Westwood:
Walter Orville Barbara
Regina
At Brookdale: At Home:
Roger & Judy At Orchard Garden, Valley NE: Ron
Eva RUS.S
Darius

At Casa de Paz:

Robert
Pioneer Valley
Francis

Shirley

At the Cedars, Austin, MN:
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Come Worship with us
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