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Junior Youth Gathering in Des Moines October 23 & 24 

Calvary had 7 youth attend this years gathering which focused on the 10 

Commandments.  Inflatables, prayer time, Swen and Dean, and great teaching 

helped supplement what the students learn in regular confirmation with concrete 

teaching with other students from the western half of Iowa! 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship—Nov. 24—7 PM—Food Drive 
 

The Social Ministries Board along with WNAC and church are working to-

gether to bring food by November 24 to give to our local Gospel Mission to help 

meet the need of the homeless who are running low on food this year.  Thanksgiv-

ing Eve will involve our youth singing and the Lord’s Supper will be offered 

 

All Saints Day 2021, Free $15 Book for Children, Nov. 7 & 10 
Calvary will be handing out hard cover books November 7 & 10 for the All 

Saints Day.  The names of loved ones who have gone to be with Jesus will be read 

during this special worship service about “Heaven” and the “New Heavens and 

New Earth” 

Advent Worship Begins 

November 28—Prepare for 

Jesus first and second coming.! 



            Swen and Dean Sharing their Music          Prayer Time—Praying the Commandments 

JR Youth Gathering  
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Chili Cook Off & Trivia Team Winners 

 

 Youth 5th-8th grade are invited to 

this year’s lock-in Friday November 

12 from 6-Midnight.  Friends and 

neighbors are invited.   

 

 Don’t forget about our weekly 

High School class in the Cave with 

Connie Persinger.  Come have fun 

with servant event projects, conversa-

tion and time in God’s Word from 

the Book of John. 

 

 

 

     This year all ages have two opportunities to 

participate in a Christmas Pageant.  On 

Wednesday December 15 all are invited to 

Carol around our LEED’s neighborhood and 

then afterwards the WNAC Pre-K—High 

School will act out Luke 1-2 and sing their car-

ols for church at 7 PM. 

 

Then on Sunday December 19 all ages are in-

vited to hear a simple traditional Christmas  

     service with the Youth at 10:30 AM 

 

 

November Lock-in at Calvary—   Christmas & Advent Services 

    Chili Cook off and Trivia Night 

was a success. There were 10 chilis 

entered with over 50 people taste 

testing. Angie Palmer won the chili 

cook off. She stands here with Riley.  

Way to go Angie! 

 

    There were ten teams vying for the title of trivia 

champ. Sharilyn Steck, Steve & Nicole Steck, Pastor & 

Stacy Travis, and Lisa Malcomb won the Trivia.  Did 

you know that President Taft was the first president 

to throw out a Major League first pitch? 

 

 



Page 3 

2021     

     How did I decide to become a Pastor?  The answer 

starts back when I was a child.  My uncle was a mis-

sionary in India and I always admired his work.  I had 

thought about being a pastor already in 2nd or 3rd 

grade, but since then I set my mind on becoming ei-
ther an engineer or farmer.  My mom says it was Kin-

dergarten!  Jesus has always meant everything to me.  

I prayed at a young age, “Lord help me never fall away 

from my faith in you.”  I also wanted to know the Bi-

ble and so began reading the Bible.  I made it a goal 

even in Middle School to read 1 chapter a day even 

though I did not understand everything I read.  I 

would recommend this for even those who God is 

not calling to be a pastor. 

     God really started working on me in college.  I 

had prepared all through High School to be either an 

engineer or machinist.  I had taken mostly college 

math and science courses in High School along with 

vocational school in High School for Machining.  I love 

math and science and when I did my college search I 

looked for schools that could take me that way.  

However, Jesus was important so I wanted Him to be 

part of the college that valued Jesus. 

     Ironically, I choose to go to Concordia Ann Arbor 

which was probably the worst choice for someone 

going into engineering because they just lost their 

Math Department and they were in a desperate 

search to replace the main professor.  I figured God 

would provide.  However on the application process, 

some how I was given the Pre-Seminary application 

and without thinking I filled it out because it had 

some interesting classes on it –i.e. Greek and History 

of the Ancient Church.  I figured college was a place 

to learn that which I would never learn anywhere 

else. 
     Double irony, I took no math in college and only 

one required science course.  Instead, God spoke to 

me through my classmates.  I joined a group that did 

Off Campus Outreach.  We visited nursing homes 

and sang with young and old residents.  I loved this 

work and even led singing and devotions as the years 

went on...my classmates told me I would be a really 

good pastor and to continue to pursue this work. 

     I don’t recommend what I did next. I told God if 

you really want me to be a pastor.  You need to pay 

for college.  We call this fleecing God as in the ac-

count of Gideon in Judges 6:11-40.  I don’t know why 

I still did not trust God, but not once did God not 

provide the exact amount of money to pay for col-

lege.  He rarely gave extra, but instead the exact 
amount.  Keep in mind, my parents only paid for laun-

dry, insurance, and incidentals.  They were very gen-

erous on car and first house.  God miraculously pro-

vided at just the right time from jobs, churches, and 

scholarships.  God said, “You are not getting away by 

fleecing me!” 

     When I graduated I had a degree in Biblical Lan-

guages and a Minor in Music.  I was still led to do mis-

sion work, so I went to Haiti for a Vacation Bible 

School training of Haitian teachers through MOST 

Ministries.  I had such a great time doing mission 

work that I said, “Why can’t we have this same type 

of excitement doing missions in the United States?”  

This sealed the deal and I went to the Seminary.  I 

wanted to bring Jesus to people in the United States.  

I loved over seas work, but was led to do the same 

work here. 

     What ultimately led to me becoming a Pastor was 

the Call from Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Lake 

View, Iowa.  They said with prayer, we want you to 

be our pastor.  Again God was working through His 

people to lead me where He wanted me to go.  Later 

all of you at Calvary called me to be your pastor. 

     Please pray for Pas-

tor Freudenburg and I 

as well as our families 

as we serve not our 

own interests but 

serving you with the 

LORD’s Word! 

How Did I Decide to Become a Pastor   by Pastor James Travis 
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 Why did I Become a Pastor?  By Pastor Trevor Freudenburg 

     “But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pur-

sue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gen-

tleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 

eternal life to which you were called and about which you 

made the good confession in the presence of many wit-

nesses. I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life 

to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony be-
fore Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the 

commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at 

the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sover-

eign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has 

immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no 

one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eter-

nal dominion. Amen.” 

I Timothy 6:11-16 

 

     Paul writes these words to Timothy, a pastor in 

the ancient city of Ephesus. Not only was Timothy a 

pastor, but he was also a pastor to pastors, oversee-

ing not only one but likely multiple congregations in 

the bustling metropolis that was ancient Ephesus. But 

the words above are not only words for pastors, they 

are words for all Christians. God used Paul to write 

these words for the entire church.   

     Teri mentioned that some might find it interesting 

if Pastor Travis and I shared in our newsletter articles 

about how we came to be pastors. To be honest, my 

story isn’t all that interesting. I grew up going to Lu-

theran schools in Norfolk, including a Lutheran high 

school. In that high school my theology teacher en-

couraged me to think about being a pastor, and that 

thought never really left. I went to college, thinking 

that I would go to Seminary afterward. I struggled 

through a couple of different events my senior year of 

college and was not exactly sure if I should go to 

Seminary, so Hannah and I got married and took a 
gap year and then went to Korea where we taught 

English for a year. Following that we went to Semi-

nary. That’s the story. Mostly, anyway.  

     There’s more to the story, of course, but not 

much else I think that would be very interesting to 

share. Pastors are simply Christians who fill a differ-

ent role. As we think about the Reformation, one of 

Luther’s key recoveries was the Christian doctrine of 

vocation. All vocations are equally good before God. 

Pastors, priests, monks, and nuns are not spiritual su-

perheroes but do fill a role in the church. You are 

just as likely to find a mature, virtuous saint of God 

on the factory floor as in the pulpit. None of this is to 

minimize the work that pastors do, but simply to say 

that all of us are called to live our lives fully as Chris-
tians. God wants us all to read the Bible, pray, visit 

one another and encourage one another in the faith. 

Pastors do perform specific works such as preaching, 

presiding over the Lord’s Supper, and leading Bible 

study. But, as Paul says to Timothy, we are all called 

to “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, stead-

fastness, gentleness.” 

     One of my seminary professors once said, “Being 

a pastor is a pretty good way to be a Christian.” All 

are called to live as followers of Christ, but being a 

pastor often means that you are often in situations in 

which you have must follow through on your Chris-

tian convictions. And yet you all have had situations in 

which your faith was tested and in which you had to 

show your faith, perhaps in forgiving one another or 

in sharing the Gospel with someone who needs to 

hear it. And we pray that God would continue to lead 

us to follow Jesus boldly wherever he leads us, as we 

‘pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfast-

ness, and gentleness.’ 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Freudenburg  

 5:00 PM—Pizza & Fellowship 

 5:30 PM—Opening (Song, Prayer, & Bible) 

 5:45 PM—Pre-K-K—Church Basement 

 5:45 PM—1st-4th—Church Basement 
 5:45 PM—5th-6th—Blue Room 

 5:45 PM—7th—Parish Hall 

 5:45 PM—8th—Church Conference Room 

 5:45 PM—High School—Cave 

 5:45 PM—Adults—Classroom B—Things I did not 

Learn in Sunday School with Rick Book 

 7:00 PM—All—Worship 

WNAC—Wednesday Night at Calvary 
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Worship Assistants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDER OF THE SERVICE  

Sunday, Nov. 7, 8am Brad Cale  10:30am James Williams  Wednesdays in November  

Sunday, Nov. 14  8am Jim Anderson  10:30am James Williams   Wayne Guy 
Sunday, Nov. 21  8am Dave Clausen 10:30am Brian Hickman   

Sunday, Nov. 28  8am Jim Torgerson 10:30am  Brian Hickman 

Wednesday Night  

I will take volunteers to run the projector on 

Wednesday Night. If you would like to try it 

please talk to me before the worship service. 

Since it is a responsibility, we like to only 

have one person do the projector and one 

person run the camera.  

Note: Check to make sure these times and dates 

work!  Notify the Church office of changes–239-

1575.  It is the responsibility of the acolyte to 

switch if you cannot be at the designated service. 
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Now-adverb  

1. at the present time or moment:  

2. without further delay; immediately; at once:  

     Thanks so much for your prayers for me during 

these weeks that I traveled to help take care of Eliada. 

She was released from the hospital before I was able 

to get back to the U.S. She has been diagnosed with 
epilepsy. She was experiencing repetitive seizures. 

Hopefully with the medication she’s been prescribed, 

she’ll be able to live without seizures. She is learning 

about her limits and what she needs to care for her-

self long-term. We pray that this condition may not 

be long-term, but it might be, and we pray for her 

protection in that case, too.  

     Eliada moved into her dormitory on August 27th 

and is now a month into her sophomore year of uni-

versity at Concordia Chicago. It’s been a bit bumpy, 

but we pray, too, that she will find her way with this 

new diagnosis and have a good semester. When I left 

to take care of her, I was eligible for a 7-day quaran-

tine upon my return to Hong Kong. However, be-

cause of the increasing cases in the U.S., the Hong 

Kong government reclassified arrivals from the United 

States, and I therefore was required to complete a 21

-day quarantine in a hotel room. The Hong Kong gov-

ernment is quite strict, and we are not allowed to 

step foot over the threshold of our hotel room.  

     I’ve completed 7 COVID tests to get this far and 

will have one additional test next week. Tonight is my 

last night of quarantine and I look forward to return-

ing home to family tomorrow.  

     Sitting in a single hotel room for 21 days provides 

a particular perspective on time. Prior to my travel, 

two of our MCN team units, one couple in Hong 

Kong and one couple across the border, let us know 

that they would be moving back to the United States. 

Joel and I have served overseas long enough to have 
said farewell many times, but it is always difficult. 

While recognizing their calls to new ministries, we 

miss those coworkers. Also, an announcement like 

that sends my mind into action in trying to think 

through ministry plans for the future and impacts on 

relationships. The Today’s Light Bible study I’ve been 

facilitating continued during my travels, since we are 

able to meet over Zoom (with 11:30pm start time in 

the US!). The words of James were especially helpful 

for me at this time. “… you do not know what to-

morrow will bring. … you ought to say, ‘If the Lord 

wills, we will live and do this or that?’” (James 4:14-

15).  

     Sitting in quarantine, my time horizon has been 

pulled very much to the present moment. I can not 
stew in thoughts of “what if?” related to the past, and 

I am not in a position to take any action for the fu-

ture. I must sit in this room and in this time. Thankful-

ly, Jesus is with me in the present, and His word is a 

comfort as I continue Bible studies over Zoom and 

make it through each day. My Thursday study group 

was reading the Gospel of Luke (we now are in Acts), 

and one group member observed earlier in Septem-

ber that the section headings are all in the present 

tense. She thought that is strange, since she sees the 

life of Jesus as happening in the past. This observation 

sparked Spirit-filled conversation about God continu-

ing to be at work now, and we should not consider 

these teachings and words of healing and grace to be 

a thing of the past. Praise God! 

 What’s Next?  
     The Today’s Light Bible Study I’ve been facilitating 

has now completed the reading of Revelation. There 

was fun celebrating among the group upon the prom-

ise of restoration in the New Heaven and New Earth. 

This puts me in an interesting place as I return home 

this weekend and look for God’s leading in ministry in 

these coming months. Should I start another Bible 

read-through? Should I facilitate other forms of Bible 

study? What community has God prepared for me to 

connect with in these coming months, in addition to 

the field support and missiology training activities that 

I support? It is an exciting time to be seeking God’s 

will in these directions, and I appreciate your partner-

ship in prayer that my eyes and heart are open to the 

needs and seeking that are present NOW in our 

community and that God has equipped me to serve.  

     To provide financial support for this ministry, 

please send your gift to: Mission of Christ Network* 

P.O. Box 533 Concordia, Missouri 64020 *indicate it 

is for Scheiwe Support.  

Iantha Scheiwe Newsletter 
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Reverse Advent Baskets               THRIVENT Benefit Members 

     Saying Christmas is “at risk” due to supply chain prob-

lems, leads us to believe that you don’t know the reason 

for Christmas. 

    November 28 – December 24 is the dates for 2021 Ad-

vent.  With a charitable heart, Calvary’s Social Ministries 

Committee is once more conducting a Reverse Advent 

Basket program. Beginning November 21, baskets or bags 

will be provided to participants.  The object is to put an 

item for the less fortunate in the container each day as a 

countdown to Christmas.   

     Items will be collected after Christmas and divided be-

tween Sioux City’s agencies that provide food and shelter 

to people in need. 

 

Proverbs 22:9  “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be 

blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.” 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

     

      You still have time to donate your 2021 Thrivent 

Choice dollars.  Donations have been decreasing yearly.  If 

you donate to another charity, that’s great but please do 

not lose your ability to donate to the charity of your 

choice. These dollars do not come out of your account.  

They have been used to help Calvary with projects such 

as:  Transportation to Mission Central & Ida Grove Or-

phan Grain Train,  Pastor’s fund, new church gutters, Lu-

theran Witness, new safe, stamps for Care Team,  sound 

system, holiday baskets, DVDs and the most recent the 

repair of the grandfather clock.  

    Just call 800-847-4838 and say “Thrivent Choice” or go 

to thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  Use zip code 51108 to 

designate to Calvary.  Many of our members are designat-

ing their dollars to go to Calvary but there are still many 

Thrivent members that are letting these dollars be lost 

each year.  If unable to access your account, call 712-560-

6990 for assistance. 

There are always many needs at Calvary and this is your 

chance to participate.  The donation does not cost you but 

will help defray expenses for much needed items.   

    A special thank you to all members who so faithfully are 

contributing to the Calvary fund.  If you have an idea for 

an item or project that these funds can be used for, please 

call the church office and specify.  A special thank you to 

all members who so faithfully are contributing to the Cal-

vary fund.  If you have an idea for an item or project that 

these funds can be used for, please call the church office 

and specify.   
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     “So follow Daniel … Martin Luther … the be-

lievers of ages past who have stood firm on Scrip-

ture alone, by faith alone, and by God’s grace alone 

no matter what the cost. Spread the Word. Preach 

the truth. Defend your faith. Pass it on to your chil-

dren. God will bless you and keep you firm in the 

one true faith. With that comfort you can proclaim, 
‘Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help me. 

Amen!’” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from 

Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org  

From Lutherans for Life 

 Commemorate a special occasion or remember a 

loved one by providing altar flowers for the worship 

services through November of 2019. Sign your name 

to the poster in the Friendship Room or call the 

church office at 712-239-1575, and we will order a 

bouquet from A Step in Thyme Flower Shop for a 

cost of $45.40.  If you prefer to provide your own 

flowers, please let the office know at least one week 

before your date. We can accommodate up to 2 bou-

quets each week. Thank you for adding to our ser-

vices with flowers. 

Altar Flowers 

Income Received for September, 2021 

 Envelopes ............................................................ $25,362.22 
 Plate ...............................................................................256.75 
 YTD Envelope & Plate Total: ......... $220,614.37 

 Other: 
 Sunday School Missions ............................................... 5.00 

 Building Fund ...............................................................100.00 
 Flowers ............................................................................. 0.00 

 Main Street Living ........................................................ 50.00 
 Outreach .......................................................................... 0.00 

 Pastor’s Special Fund .................................................170.00 
 Checking Interest ........................................................... 0.00 

 Thrivent Choice Deposit ........................................... 12.00 
 Memorial-Vic Renken ........................................... 1,000.00 

 Memorial-Donna Lieber ............................................. 25.00 
 Nat’l Youth Gathering ................................................ 50.00 

 Jr. Youth Gathering ...................................................230.00 
 WNAC .........................................................................104.00 

 Total .................................................... $27,371.95  

Deposits: 

 Week 1 ................................................................ $11,184.50  
 Week 2 ..................................................................... 5,558.32 

 Week 3 ..................................................................... 5,384.08 
 Week 4 ..................................................................... 5,226.07 

 Checking Interest ........................................................... 6.98 
 Thrivent Choice ........................................................... 12.00 

 Total  ................................................... $27,371.95  
 

2021 Year-to-Date Total: ............... $220,614.37 

Finance Secretary’s Report 

September, 2021—    

Checking Account  Balance, 09/01/21   $161,245.00  

      
Plus Income $ 27,364.97 

Less Expense   (26,934.67) 
Plus Interest  6.98 

Plus transf. from LCEF           0.00   

  434.38 

Checking Account  Balance, 09/30/21 $ 161,679.28  

 
LCEF Steward Account Balance  09/01/21 $ 238.05 

Plus Transfers In     $0.00 
Less Transfers Out 0.00 

Plus Interest                  0.02 

 0.02 

LCEF Steward Account Balance 09/30/21 $  238.07 

Dedicated Funds 

Social Ministries $        .00 
Building Fund 21,978.40  

Designated Memorials  14,916.84 
Undesignated Memorials 0.00  

Dedicated Accounts 23,978.49 
Outside Purposes 376.81  

National Youth Gathering 0.00     
World Missions 0.00         
Capital Improvement 0.00  

Total All Obligated Funds $ 61,250.54 
Un-obligated Funds 100,666.81 

 
Total Checking & Savings Funds            $  161,917.35 

Treasurer’s Statement of Income & Expense 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information for the weekly bulletins must be turned into the Church Office no later than 12 noon on Thursdays.  All 

information for the monthly newsletter must be turned into the Church Office no later than 8 pm on the 3rd Monday of each month. Thank you! The Calvary Call is published 

monthly by Calvary Lutheran Church, 4400 Central Street, Sioux City, Iowa, 51108.  Contact us: Phone 712-239-1575; FAX 712-239-2466; email — Pastor Travis: 

Rev.Travis@hotmail.com   Church Office: CalvarySecretary@aol.com; Church Website: calvaryleeds.com; Face book- http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds 

http://www.facebook.com/CalvaryLeeds
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At Brookdale:  

 Roger & Judy Rentel 

At Casa de Paz:  

 Robert L acy 

At Westwood:  

 Barbara Kamradt 

 Tom Winge  
At Touchstone:  

 Bonnie Oldaker  

At Orchard Garden,  

Valley NE:  

 Eva Kemp  

At Holy Spirit:  

 Cherri Reese  

At Whispering Creek: 

  Bel Awe 
At Regency Square: 

  Charlie Knecht 

At Countryside:  

 Beth Banks  

At Home:  

 Darius Smith 

 Sue Weinmann  

 Mary Lou Broderson  

 Maryrose McDaniel  
 Bev Williams  

Calvary’s Members at Home 

Our Church Family  

Please pray for these members: 

• Trisha Hansen Goehring 

• Nick Hickman 

• Jack Fergen 

• Taylor Jones 

• Riley McFarland 

• Cole Barbee 

• Timothy Mingo, Jr. 

(If your family has someone in the Military, call us 

and we will add their names to the list. 712-239-

1575) 

     Book Club will meet on Thursday, November 

19th at 11:30 at Marto’s downtown for lunch and dis-

cussion of the book Last Light by Terri Blackstock. 

     Birmingham, Alabama, has lost all power. Its 

streets are jammed with cars that won’t start, its air-

port engulfed in flames from burning planes. All com-

munications—cell phones, computers, even radios—

are silent. Every home and business is dark. Is it a nat-

ural disaster . . . a terrorist attack . . . or something 

far worse? In the face of a crisis that sweeps an entire 

high-tech planet back to a time before electricity, the 

Branning family faces a choice. Will they hoard their 

possessions in order to survive—or trust God to 

provide as they share their re-

sources with those around them? 

Yesterday’s world is gone. Family 

and community are all that remain. 
And the outage is revealing the 

worst in some. Desperation can be 

dangerous when a killer lives among 

them. 

Our Members in the Military Book Club 

Married 

Savannah (Bush) & Luke Rethwisch 10/23 
Remember to turn your clocks back an hour on 

Saturday, November 6th, before going to bed. 

Daylight Savings 

Times ends. You 

don’t want to be 

late for Church. 

Daylight Savings Times Ends 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Pastor Travis 

Family Day 

2 

7pm Deborah 

Circle 

3 
9:30 am Pheas-
ant Acres 
1pm Masked 
Service w/HC 
5:30 WNAC 
7pm Worship w/
HC 

4 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
 

5 
Pastor 

Freudenburg 

Family Day 

6 
Daylight Savings 
Time Ends. Turn 
clocks back one 
hour. 

7 
8 &10:30am Wor-
ship w/ HC 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
Bible Class, 
LCMS 101, Bells 
 
All Saints Day 

8 
Pastor Travis 

Family Day 

9 
5:30pm Educa-
tion  
6:30pm Out-
reach 
7:00pm Trus-
tees 

10 
9:30 am Pheas-
ant Acres 
5:30 WNAC 
7pm Worship w/
HC 

11 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
5pm  Youth 
Board 
 
 
 
 
 
Veterans Day 

12 
Pastor 

Freudenburg 

Family Day 

 
6pm-midnight-
Youth Lock in 

13 

14 
8 &10:30am Wor-
ship 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
BibleClass– Islam 
LCMS 101, Bells 
9am-Donut Stop 
Pastor Tim Bick-
el  from POBLO 
Preaching 

15 
Pastor Travis 

Family Day 

16 

6:15pm Worship 

& Music 

7pm Elders 

7pm Ruth Circle 

17 
9:30 am Pheas-
ant Acres 
1 pm Masked 
Worship /HC 
5:30 WNAC 
7:00 pm Wor-
ship  

18 
10:00am Bible 
Study 
11:30am Book 
Club. Will meet 
downtown at 
Marto’s. 

19 
Pastor 

Freudenburg 

Family Day 

20 
8:30 & 10:30am 
Mercy Meals @ 
Faith 

21 
8 &10:30am Wor-
ship w/ HC 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
Bible Class, 
LCMS 101, Bells 
11:30am Donut 
Stop 
Reverse Advent 
Baskets 

22 
Pastor Travis 

Family Day 

23 24 
9:30 am Pheas-
ant Acres 
5:30 WNAC 
7pm Thanksgiv-
ing Eve Worship 
Service w/HC 

25 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
 
Office Closed 

26 
Pastor 

Freudenburg 

Family Day 

27 

28 
8 &10:30am Wor-
ship 
9:15 Sunday 
School 
Bible Class, 
LCMS 101, Bells 
Advent Begins 

29 
Pastor Travis 

Family Day 

30 
7pm Church 
Council 
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Thank You from Haiti  by Ellie Menz 
     Join me in praising God for the very generous people 

of Iowa District West! Many individuals and churches have 

responded to the needs of the people of Haiti. Ten years 

ago, I became involved with our outreach to Haiti after 

meeting Reverend Doctor Marky Kessa, Evangelical Lu-

theran Church of Haiti and Jackie Rychel, President and 

founder of Ministry in Mission. Recently, I asked Jackie to 

share her thoughts concerning the involvement of Iowa 

District West members with Haiti. She shared the follow-

ing information.  

     “Ministry in Mission is a Recognized Service Organiza-

tion of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The mis-

sion statement of Ministry in Mission is ‘to further the 

Kingdom of Jesus Christ at home and abroad.’  

     “The main effort to achieve the mission statement is 

demonstrated by the ongoing and completed projects, for 

the last decade, primarily in Haiti. The years have dis-

played many challenges for the missionaries visiting Haiti 

but more so for the citizens of Haiti that we serve. Haiti is 

the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. In the 

time Ministry in Mission has escorted mission teams to 

the country, while only 700 miles off the Miami coast, we 

have seen many challenges. There have been two major 

earthquakes, multiple hurricanes and tropical storms, se-

vere hunger and starvation, food and fuel shortages, gang 

activity including shootings, kidnappings, roadblocks, 

homes looted and burned, inadequate medical services, a 

corrupt government, and the assassination of the presi-

dent. 

     “So, you see, one needs courage and a great deal of 

faith to step out and serve in a place where everyday life is 

so different from life in America. In 2011, when I first met 

Ellie Menz, she asked if an IOWAY team could serve in 

Haiti. The first team that ventured out was a team of sev-

en high school youth led by four mission-minded adults. 

That team set the standard. That trip was followed by sev-

en teams who when asked if they were interested in a trip 

to Haiti the reply was a resounding SEND ME! Following 

that first trip, not only was a School Sponsorship program 

started by a willing volunteer, but it is still going strong 

today with hundreds of students sponsored each school 

year.  

     “Next came the ladies who were powerful fundraisers. 

They spread the word about Haiti at every LWML gather-

ing they attended. After them, were the repeat missionar-

ies that had a vision and picked up on ideas from the 

needs of the Haitians themselves. Then an unsolicited 

phone call came requesting information on an internation-

al mission trip opportunity. That call prompted the part-

nership with Lutheran Family Service of Iowa. Ministry in 

Mission was mentored and assisted by the award-winning 

team of pastors and medical professional staff of Perry 

Lutheran Home. The entire Leadership Team advised, di-

rected, taught, prayed, and helped physically move the 

very first residents into the newly constructed Jacmel 

Home for the elderly. Ellie Menz IOWAY Director / Dis-

aster Response Coordinator 807 W. South, Jefferson, IA 

50129 ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 515-370-1159  

     “Iowa District West has been an extension of Ministry 

in Mission in Haiti. Led by Ellie Menz, the IOWAY group 

has been selected by God and driven by the Holy Spirit to 

further the kingdom of Jesus Christ in Haiti. In the past 

two months since the last earthquake, Iowa District West 

members donated nearly $10,000 for disaster response. In 

addition, School Sponsorships for 2021 to date is over 

$20,000.  

     “There has not been a week that has gone by without 

a call, text, email, letter or card asking how they can help. 

When we at Ministry in Mission have prayed to the Lord 

for a solution to a dilemma often the answer comes from 

Iowa West. One such prayer was answered in record 

speed.  

     Pastor Marky Kessa, our partner in Haiti working on 

the current disaster response to the most recent earth-

quake, asked for help to rebuild a house for a lady who 

has been cooking for the construction workers in 

Maniche, Haiti. The school that doubles as a church on 

Sundays was partially destroyed. As we were trying to 

repair the structure to open for the new school year, a 

neighbor was asked to prepare meals for the workers. 

Pictured is the lady outside her house which had major 

damage (note the crumbled cement behind her) but she 

humbly put that aside and prepared meals for the workers 

to help the project move forward quickly.  

    “Pastor Marky called and said, ‘I know money is desig-

nated for church construction but if you can find $3,500 

to help this lady it would be very good for her and her 

family.’ After praying for a couple of weeks for the addi-

tional money to come through, a decision was made in 

faith to send an additional $3,500 with the next wire spe-

cifically for the repair of the lady’s home. Within two 

hours of sending that wire, Ellie Menz sent a text stating 

Ministry in Mission would be receiving a check soon for 

$3,500 to add to the sum of disaster response money al-

ready donated. Praise God!”  
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POBLO MINISTRIES—November 14 
 

    Pastor Tim Bickel of POBLO (People of the Book Luther-
an Outreach) will be here on Nov. 14 for both services and 
a special Bible class on Islam at 9:15 AM.  Poblo Interna-
tional Ministries is a non-profit, Christian organization that 
is passionate about sharing the love of Jesus with Muslims 
and other immigrants and refugees living in the United 
States. Unlike in the past, American Christians do not have 
to go overseas to do mission work— the mission field is in 
our own front yard. Poblo International Ministries is re-
sponding to this change in demographics and revolutioniz-
ing the way the gospel is shared by engaging in cross-
cultural missions and grassroots community outreach here 
in the United States and training and partnering with local 
churches.  
    Tim Bickel graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 
1971 and served LC—MS parishes in Illinois, Alaska, Wash-
ington, Oregon, and Michigan until 2008 when he retired. 
Both as a volunteer summer teacher and since retirement 
as a contract teacher during school years, he has taught 
English in Asia. He also co-led a theological seminar in Ethi-
opia in 2002. For 16 years, he was a volunteer firefighter 
and designated chaplain in Washington and Oregon. In 
Oregon, he coordinated and conducted crisis debriefings 

to help keep emergency personnel in health service. Tim 
sees himself as a grateful servant of Jesus Christ. He has a 
passion to be and bring the good news to all. He has cross-
cultural experience at home and abroad. And now, he is 
humbled and honored to join POBLO, bringing together 

God’s people and foreign newcomers in response to 

Christ’s Great Commission (Mark 16:15). He urges you to 

pray for the salvation of the lost, especially Muslims, and 

to ask what your part is while there is still time.  
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